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1. Staff  

Position  Name Email  Consultation 
times and 
locations  

Contact 
Details  

Course 
Convenors 

Thomas Whitford 

 

 

Co-convenor TBD 

honours.psychology@unsw.edu.au By 
appointment 
and email  
Mathews 913 

 

 

Contact via 
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2.1 Course summary  

 

This course complements PSYC4103 Psychology 4B as part of the compulsory coursework 
requirement of the Honours Program in Psychology. PSYC4093 is split into a core component and an 
elective component. 
 
The core component is taken by all students and comprises a weekly 2-hour lecture (Weeks 1-10) 
and 1 hour tutorial (Weeks 1-10). The core component covers (i) ethical issues for psychologists, and 
(ii) history and systems of psychology. The ethics section of the course deals with the principles of 
ethical conduct by psychologists and places emphasis on ethical issues in professional practice. It 
provides students with an understanding and familiarity with the regulatory and legislative framework 
pertaining to the practice of professional psychology. Some attention will be given to ethical issues in 
research. The history and systems section of the course provides a historical introduction to some of 
the enduring conceptual issues in psychology. Its aim is to clarify contemporary treatments of these 
issues by considering their past. 
 
The elective component is delivered in a seminar mode with students split into smaller groups. Each 
elective stream engages students with a contemporary research topic and consists of a weekly 2-hour 
seminar (Weeks 1-10). See Section 3. Course Timetable for more information. Students are allocated 
to one of 8 different seminar streams. 
 

PSYC4093 Psychology 4A Elective streams:  

�x How does the brain encode, store, and retrieve memories? (Dr Vincent Laurent) 

�x Associative learning – Thinking Outside the (Skinner) Box (Prof Mike Le Pelley) 

�x Social Vision: Context & Expectation (Prof Colin-1.1 
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CLO 2. Analyse contemporary research and practices in psychology withrespect to their historical 
origins and cultural contexts using advanced knowledge of the history and evolution of psychology as 
a scientific discipline.  
 
CLO 3. Lead discussion, debate issues, and formulate arguments about the application of 
contemporary theory and research in psychology to real-world problems by applying advanced oral 
and written communication skills. 
 
.
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2.4 Relationship between course and program learning outcomes  and assessments  

 Program Learning Outcomes  

CLO 1. Knowledge 2. Research 
Methods 

3. Critical 
Thinking Skills 

4. Values and 
Ethics 

5. Communication, 
Interpersonal and 

Teamwork 
6. Application Assessment  

1.  Lectures, tutorials, 
online activities  Lectures, tutorials Lectures, tutorials, 

online activities Tutorials Lectures, tutorials Assignments 

2.  Lectures, tutorials Lectures, tutorials Lectures, tutorials Lectures, tutorials Tutorials  Assignments 

3.  
Seminars, online 

activities Seminars Seminars Seminars, online 
activities Seminars Seminars Elective stream 
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4. Course schedule and s tructure  
Each week this course typically consists of 2 hours of lectures, 1 hour of face to face tutorials, and 2 
hours of elective seminars. Students are expected to take an additional ~ 15 hours of self-determined 
study to complete assessments, readings, and exam preparation. 

Week  Topic  Activity  

Week 1  

Week starting 
13/02/2023 

Ethics; Elective seminar Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 2  

20/02/2023 

Ethics; Elective seminar Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 3  

27/02/2023 

Ethics; Elective seminar Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 4  

6/03/2023 

Ethics; Elective seminar Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 5  

13/03/2023 

History and Systems; Elective 
seminar 

Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 6  

20/03/2023 

Flexibility week Flexibility week 

Week 7  

27/03/2023 

History and Systems; Elective 
seminar 

Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 8  

03/04/2023 

History and Systems; Elective 
seminar 

Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 9  

10/04/2023 

History and Systems; Elective 
seminar 

Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 

Week 10  

17/04/2023 

History and Systems; Elective 
seminar  

 

Lecture, tutorial and elective seminar content 
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5. Assessment  
Overview of the assessment structure of the Honours program  
PSYC4072 Honours Research Project 6 UOC and PSYC4073 Honours Research Project 12 UOC 
add up to 30 UOC for the program’s research project/thesis component, while PSYC4093 Psychology 
4A and PSYC4103 Psychology 4B, add up to 18 UOC for the coursework component. 

The UOC values correspond to assessment weightings as seen in the table below. 

Course  UOC 
Thesis /  

Coursework  
Component 

% 
Contribution 

to 
overall 

Coursework 
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Issues section of the course. Essays will be marked and returned via Turnitin. Late assignments will 
NOT be accepted after 5 days from submission deadline. Late assignments may not receive detailed 
feedback and/or marker comments.  

Assessment 2: The History & Systems 
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